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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1947, 
which  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Details  of  vital  statistics  for  Wymondham  Urban  District  are 
given  below. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  to  be  5,440 
which  is  an  increase  of  88  on  the  population  for  1946.  The  Live 
Birth  Rate  was  21.32  per  1000,  which  is  slightly  more  than  the 
figure  for  1946  and  is  .82  per  1000  higher  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  was 
1 1.95  for  1947  and  this  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  1946 
when  the  rate  was  14.20  per  1000.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a 
good  margin  between  birth  rate  and  death  rate  so  that  if  these 
figures  are  maintained  the  Council  can  expect  a  steady  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  population,  for  which  it  has  to  provide  municipal 
services.  The  increase  of  population  has  special  significance  in 
connection  with  the  Council’s  housing  schemes. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  41.32  per  1000  total 
births,  which  is  not  unduly  high.  The  mortality  rate  for  Infants 
under  One  Year  was  34.48  per  1000  live  births,  which  is  a  marked 
reduction  on  the  figure  for  1946  when  the  rate  was  58.8. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  during 
the  year  under  review  and  no  woman  in  the  Urban  District  died 
from  puerperal  or  other  maternal  causes.  Both  these  facts  reveal  a 
high  standard  of  preventive  and  curative  care  for  the  population 
served . 

A  feature  of  the  year  was  the  comparative  small  incidence  of 
infectious  diseases.  There  were  only  23  cases  of  notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  and  most  of  these  were  accounted  for  by  a  mild 
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outbreak  of  measles  in  the  Spring  and  similar  outbreak  of  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  in  the  summer  months.  Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  during  the  year  and  this  was  in  a  child  who  had  not  been 
immunised  against  the  disease  in  spite  of  the  generous  facilities 
available. 

During  the  year  8  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the 
register  of  the  District.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  known 
cases  of  the  disease  to  44.  In  the  year  1938  the  figure  was  39.  This 
fell  to  34  in  1940  so  that  there  is  a  small  but  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  in  the  District  who  have  contracted  the  disease. 
It  is  important  that  the  infectious  type  of  tuberculosis  patient 
should  be  adequately  housed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease 
to  other  persons  in  the  household,  especially  children. 

The  Area  of  your  District  is  ...  ...  10,950  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  ...  5,440 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £20,931 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £82 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births : 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

56 

53 

109 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population, 

3  4 

21.32. 

7 

116 

Still  Births: 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 
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Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  Births,  41.32. 

Deaths : 

Number  65  (Male — 28,  Female — 37). 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  ...  ...  11.95 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  other  Maternal 

Causes  ...  ...  •  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1000  live  Births  34.48 
Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

and  other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System...  31 
Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death  during  1947. 

Cause  of  Death.  lotal  (all  ages) 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  14 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  7 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Digestive  Disease:  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformations,  etc.  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Violent  Causes  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

65 

Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1947 : 

Disease.  Number  of  Cases. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Infective  Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

23 

Diphtheria  Immunisation : 

Approximately  80%  of  the  children  under  15  in  the  District 
have  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria  under  the  Council’s 
scheme.  This  may  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 

Water  Supplies:  «" 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Urban  District  is  1,400.  Of 
these,  1,154  derive  their  water  from  the  mains  supply — 1,100 
having  piped  water  into  the  houses  and  54  mains  water  from 
standpipes. 

The  approximate  population  supplied  with  piped  water  in  the 
houses  is  3,550  and  the  population  supplied  by  standpipes  is  170. 
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The  remainder  of  the  population  obtain  water  chiefly  from 
shallow  wells. 

The  source  of  mains  water  for  the  Urban  District  is  the  bore¬ 
hole  at  the  Wicklewood  waterworks.  This  is  a  deep  bore  into  the 
chalk  and  the  water  is  of  a  high  standard  of  purity.  It  is  chlorin¬ 
ated  before  going  into  public  supply,  and  the  water  is  softened  by 
the  lime  process.  An  average  of  2.84  lbs.  of  lime  is  used  per  1000 
gallons  of  water.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  in 
Wymondham  Urban  District  for  the  year  was  123,375  galls. 


Analysis  of  Raw  Mains  Water  (June,  1947). 


Ammonia  (free  and  saline)  ... 

...  0.003 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) 

. . .  trace 

Chorine  in  chlorides 

...  1.6 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

...  Nil. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

...  Nil. 

Total  Hardness 

...  250 

Permanent  Hardness 

Bacillus  Coli  absent  in  100  ccs. 

...  3.9 

Analyst’s  Report.  This  water  is  of  unimpeachable  organic  and 
bacteriological  quality. 

No  major  extensions  of  the  Council’s  water  supplies  were 
made  during  the  year. 


Sewage  Disposal : 

The  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  deal  with  most  of  the 
sewage  from  the  Town  area.  These  works  have  begun  to  prove 
inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  population  served  and  notable 
deterioration  of  the  plant  itself  indicates  a  need  for  reconditioning 
and  enlargement.  The  disposal  system  tends  to  be  overloaded  in 
wet  weather  as  the  result  of  the  amount  of  surface  water  which 
gains  ingress  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the  Town.  The  Council 
have  this  problem  under  consideration  and  plans  are  being  made 
to  deal  with  it. 


Refuse  Disposal : 

The  Council’s  refuse  disposal  scheme  works  satisfactorily  but 
ihe  refuse  tip  near  the  town  got  out  of  hand  during  the  war  due  to 
military  use  of  the  tip  and  it  is  not  possible  to  describe  it  now  as 
a  controlled  refuse  tip.  The  existing  tip  should  be  closed  after 
covering  and  a  new  controlled  tip  opened  at  a  convenient  site. 
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Housing  Conditions : 

In  addition  to  the  erection  and  occupation  of  15  temporary 
houses,  the  Council  completed  and  let  38  houses  of  traditional 
design  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  had  a  further  10  houses  under 
construction.  Sites  for  the  construction  of  an  additional  60  houses 
were  in  the  Council’s  possession. 

At  31st  December,  1947,  33  licences  for  permanent  dwellings 
had  been  issued  of  which  27  houses  were  completed  leaving  6  under 
construction. 

The  Council  has  thus  made  a  creditable  performance  in  the 
matter  of  providing  new  homes  during  the  year  but  much  still 
remains  to  be  done  to  replace  existing  unsatisfactory  houses  and  to 
house  those  still  requiring  dwellings. 

WILLIAM  W.  SINCLAIR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT 


The  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Council  has  been  at  a 
disadvantage  during  the  year  because  of  the  lack  of  a  full  time 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Pending  the  appointment  of  a  Sanitary 
Inspector  the  work  was  performed  on  a  part-time  basis  and  con¬ 
sequently  could  only  be  kept  at  maintenance  level. 


Housing : 

Five  houses  were  found  to  possess  sanitary  defects  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  service  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the 
required  repairs  were  carried  out. 

Following  the  service  of  informal  notices  under  the  Housing 
Acts  in  respect  of  two  dwellings,  the  necessary  improvements  were 
effected. 


Water  Supply : 


Summary  of  Water  Officer’s  Weekly  Reports  for  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1947. 


Month. 

Water  pumped  and 
softened. 

Lime  used. 

Alumnia  used 

January 

4,453,700  galls. 

11,307  lbs. 

304  lbs. 

February 

3,612,000  ,, 

10,612  ,, 

304  „ 

March 

4,107,750  ,, 

12,250  ,, 

380  ,, 

April 

4,405,180  ,, 

12,726  ,, 

304  „ 

May 

4,540,590  ,, 

13,216  ,, 

>  > 

June 

4,822,250  ,, 

12,588  ,, 

>  > 

July 

4,760,900  ,, 

14,626  ,, 

80  ,, 

August 

5,047,500'  ,, 

9,072  ,, 

380  ,, 

September 

4,422,000  ,, 

14,588  ,, 

304  „ 

October 

4,113,750  ,, 

13,130  ,, 

304  ,, 

November 

3,753,300  ,, 

11,488  ,, 

380  ,, 

December 

3,810,500  ,, 

11,746  „ 

304  „ 

51,869,420  galls. 

147,349  lbs. 

3,044  lbs. 

(65t. 

15c.  691bs. ) 

(It.  7c.  201bs. ) 

1946 

50,839,300  (68t. 

16c.  61bs.) 

(It. 13c.  761bs.) 

Increase  of  1,030,120  (dec.3t.  0c.  591bs.)  (dec.  6c.  56lbs.) 
2.841  lbs.  of  lime  used  to  every  1,000  galls. 
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Connections : 

From  Main  to 

From  Stopcock 

Meters 

Stopcock. 

to  premises . 

Installed 

January 

2 

1 

— 

February 

— 

— 

— 

March 

1 

5 

...  — 

April 

4 

5 

— 

May 

1 

4 

— 

June 

— 

1 

— 

July 

— 

2 

1 

August 

2 

2 

1 

September  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

October 

5 

8 

2 

November  ... 

2 

— 

. . .  — 

December  ... 

.  .  .  - 

.  .  .  - 

.  .  .  - 

17  29 
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Parish  of  Hingham  consumed 
Wymondham  alone  consumed 

Average  daily  consumption  in 
Wymondham 

Consumption  through  Meter 
(including  Hingham) 


6,837,600  galls. 
45,031,820  galls. 

123,375  galls. 

1947.  18,473,312  galls. 
1946.  17,932,705  galls. 


Increase  of  540,607  galls. 


No.  of  Consumers: 

Meters  51;  Special  Arrangements  23;  Building  Supplies  10; 
Domestic  1,135.  (Total  of  1,219). 


Wells. 

One  well  situated  at  the  Home  Farm,  Downham,  was  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory  during  the  year  and  the  owner  required  to  provide 
a  satisfactory  water  supply. 

Milk : 

Milk  sampling  carried  out  in  the  District  under  the  County 
Council  Scheme. 

One  additional  producer  retailer  was  registered  during  the 
year. 
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Food  Inspection. 

The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year. 


Pork 

Corned  Beef 
Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  food 


118  lbs. 
31  lbs. 
29  tins. 
50 


The  usual  inspections  of  meat  were  made  at  the  licensed 
slaughterhouse  in  the  Town. 


Icecream. 

No.  of  vendors  registered  ...  ...  7 

No  of  premises  used  for  manufacture  1  (Restaurant). 

Rat  Destruction. 

This  was  carried  out  where  required  during  the  year. 
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